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BIM is a blend of Tools and Processes

TOOLS PROCESSES

“It’s not just about a model, but about the understanding 
which is communicated through the modeling process.”

Integrated 
and 
collaborative
Enable 
teams to 
benefit from 
tools and 
models

Enable 
team 
members to 
create, 
analyze, 
share and 
integrate 
models

McGraw-Hill Perspective on BIM



• BIM “tipping point” in AEC/O in 2008

SmartMarket Report on Interoperability



SmartMarket Report on BIM

• Released 12/4/2008
• Studied only BIM users
• Track 5 major aspects:

– Adoption
– Implementation
– ROI
– Impact (internal, external)
– Infrastructure (Standards, Content, 

Software, Training, Certification, 
Outsourcing)

• Baseline for future progress
– Aspects that will change over time
– Future Follow-Up Studies



SmartMarket Report on BIM

• Survey sample
• Highlights of findings
• Aspects related to IPD

Free Download:Free Download:
Construction.ecnext.comConstruction.ecnext.com



Sample by Role

• 27% Architects 
• 27% Builders

– CM/GC 79%
– Trade 21%

• 33% Engineers
– MEP 39%
– Structural 34%
– Civil 28%

• 13% Owners

Engineers 
33%

Owners 
13%

Architects 
27%

Builders 27%



Sample by BIM “Sophistication”

• 19% Expert 
• 22% Advanced 
• 33% Intermediate
• 25% Beginner
• 2% Outsourced

Outsourced 
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Intermediate 
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Advanced 
22%Expert 19%
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14%

Small to Medium          
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Small              
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Sample by Company Size

Total %s

• 4 tiers of company sizes (S, S-M, M-L, L) 



• 63% of BIM users will use it on more than 30% of their 
projects in 2009 

• 72% of BIM users say that BIM has had an impact on 
their internal project processes 

• 82% of Expert BIM users believe that BIM has a very 
positive impact on their company’s productivity 

• Contractors expect to see the greatest % growth of 
BIM use in 2009 

• Users who measure it report higher ROI than the 
perceived ROI of those going on “gut feel”

Major Findings



SmartMarket Report on BIM
• Survey sample
• Highlights of findings
• Aspects related to IPD

Free Download:Free Download:
Construction.ecnext.comConstruction.ecnext.com
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• Next SmartMarket Report:
– The business impact of 

BIM & IPD
• Where users are 

experiencing benefits
• Qualitative/Quantitative
• Firm/Project
• Process/Outcome

• Launch event
– Sept 21, 2009
– UCSF Mission Bay 

SmartMarket Report on BIM

2009:

The Business of 
BIM & IPD 
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